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RESPONSE AND AMENDMENT 
Responsive to the final Office Action mailed January 2, 2002 (hereinafter "Office 
Action"), Applicants respectfully request entry of the amendments and consideration of the 
remarks set forth herein. The response is initially due April 2, 2002. Accordingly, this Response 
is timely filed. 

The following documents are also enclosed herewith: 
- Postcard 


- Version with Marking to Show Changes Made 
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AMENDMENT 
Please amend the application as follows: 
In the claims : 

Claim 21 has been canceled, without prejudice. 

Please amend claims 24 to 27, 28 to 30 and 34 to 36 as follows: 

24. (Amended) A method for producing a biochip comprising a plurality of spots 
comprising probes, the method comprising the following steps: 

(a) providing a binding agent, wherein the binding agent is capable of 
immobilizing a probe to the biochip, and a probe; 

(b) spotting the binding agent to a plurality of positions on the biochip; and 

(c) spotting a plurality of probes onto the positions spotted in step (b), wherein 
the binding agent and the plurality of probes are spotted with a pin or a tube and the binding 
agent is only provided on an area of the biochip where a probe is to be spotted, thereby 
producing a biochip comprising a plurality of spots comprising probes in which the binding 
agent is present only at the desired portions of the surface and is not present at portions where 
there is no probe. 

25. (Amended) A method for producing a biochip comprising a plurality of spots 
comprising probes, the method comprising the following steps: 

(a) providing a mixture of a binding agent and a probe, wherein the binding agent 
is capable of immobilizing the probe to the biochip; and 

(b) spotting the mixture to a plurality of positions on the surface of the biochip, 
wherein the binding agent is only provided on an area of the biochip where a probe is to be 
spotted, thereby producing a biochip comprising a plurality of spots comprising probes in which 
the binding agent is present only at the desired portions of the surface and is not present at 
portions where there is no probe. 

26. (Amended) A method for producing a biochip comprising a plate comprising 
a plurality of spots comprising probes, the method comprising the following steps: 

(a) providing a plate; 


